
 

Stories of Survival Non-fiction tales of overcoming 
incredible odds. 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

In a heart-wrenching, candid autobiography, a human rights activist offers a firsthand ac-
count of war from the perspective of a former child soldier, detailing the violent civil war that 
wracked his native Sierra Leone and the government forces that transformed a gentle young 

boy into a killer as a member of the army.  BIOG BEAH 

 

 

A Lucky Child: A Memoir of Surviving Auschwitz As a Young Boy  

by Thomas Buergenthal 

A judge at the International Court in the Hague who was rescued from the death camps of 
Auschwitz at the age of eleven by Soviet and Polish troops presents the story of his extraordi-
nary journey — from the horros of Nazism to an investigation of modern day genocide.   

BIOG BUERGENTHAL 

 

 

Island of the Lost: Shipwrecked at the Edge of the World by Joan Druett 
Describes how crews of two different vessels became shipwrecked on opposite ends of the 
same deserted island and the very different experiences of the two groups — one of which 
through sheer determination and fortitude overcame the challenges of their environment, 

while the other descended into complete anarchy.  919.399 D  

 

 

Escape from Camp 14: One Man’s Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to 

Freedom in the West by Blaine Harden 
A dramatic account by one of the few survivors born in North Korea’s infamous political pris-
on camps describes the brutal conditions that have forced prisoners to turn on one another, 

his witness to his family’s executions and his harrowing escape.  365.34 H 
 
 
 

Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Home  

by Nando Parrado 
A survivor of the horrific 1972 plane crash that stranded his rugby team in the Andes for sev-
enty-two days provides his own chilling account of the ordeal and his desperate expedition 

across seventy miles of frozen wilderness to find help.  982.6 P 
 
 
 

Strength in What Remains by Tracy Kidder 

Presents the story of Burundi civil war survivor Deo, who endures homelessness and discrimi-
nation before pursuing an education at Columbia and eventually returning to his native land 

to help people in both countries.  BIOG NIYIZONKIZA 
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In Harm’s Way: The Sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis and the Extraordinary 
Story of Its Survivors by Doug Stanton 
The nation’s worst naval disaster is vividly chronicled, exposing extreme heroism in the face 
of persistent shark attacks and hypothermia in the aftermath of the sinking of the U.S.S.  

Indianapolis in the South Pacific in the final days of World War II.  940.5425 S 

 

 

My Two Chinas: The Memoir of a Chinese Counterrevolutionary  

by Baiqiao Tang 
Presents the experiences of the Chinese dissident, who was a student leader at Tiananmen 
Square, endured a harrowing imprisonment in Chinese prisons for eighteen months, obtained 
political asylum in the United States, and remains an outspoken critic of the current Chinese 

regime.  951.05 T 
 

 

Night by Elie Wiesel 
Describing the tragic murder of people from a survivor’s perspective, this book presents an 
account of the Holocaust, describing the ever-increasing horrors endured by the author, the 
loss of his family and his struggle to survive in a world that stripped him of humanity, dignity, 

and faith.  BIOG WIESEL 
 

 

I’m Still Standing: From Captive U.S. Soldier to Free Citizen — My Journey 
Home by Shoshana Jones 
The first African-American woman prisoner of war presents an account of her capture in Iraq, 
describing how she was injured during an ambush of her convoy and was held for several 
tense weeks before he release, an experience for which she received a Bronze Star and other 

awards.  956.7044 J 

 

 

Miracles on the Water: The Heroic Survivors of a World War II U-Boat Attack  

by Tom Nagorski 
Based on eyewitness accounts of passengers, crew, and rescuers, a remarkable chronicle of 
survival at sea describes the German submarine attack on the passenger liner S.S. City of Be-
nares, a ship carrying ninety children from war-ravaged Britain to the safety of Canada.  

940.5429 N 

 
 

War Child: A Child Soldier’s Story by Emmanuel Jal 
Describes the harrowing youth of Emmanuel Jal, who was conscripted at the age of seven into 
the Christian Sudanese Liberation Army and who as a young man became a hip-hop star in 

Kenya and a spokesperson for Amnesty International.  962.404 J 

 

 

Saved By Her Enemy: An Iraqi Woman’s Journey from the Heart of War to the 
Heartland of America by Don Teague 
The inspiring story of Rafraf Barrak, a beautiful young Iraqi woman who worked as a transla-
tor for NBC News, revealing how she escaped from Iraq with the help of NBC News corre-
spondent Don Teague and wound up living with a Christian family in the “Bible Belt” of Amer-

ica, in a culture vastly foreign to her.  BIOG BARRAK 
 
 

For more Survivor Stories, check Bookletters & Staff Recommendations on our website. 


